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Field Training in Social Work in Saudi Arabia:
Bridging Local Standards and Global Benchmarks

DR. KHALOUD BARJAS ALABDULKREEM®

Abstract:

Social work is a vital human-centered profession aimed at improving the well-being
of individuals and communities through specialized interventions. Given the rapid so-
cio-economic changes in Saudi Arabia, there is a growing need to enhance the profes-
sion’s capacity to meet new challenges and societal demands. Central to this advance-
ment is the development of training programs aligned with international standards to

ensure the readiness and competence of social work professionals.

Field training plays a pivotal role in bridging theoretical knowledge and real-world
practice. This study examines the current status of field training in Saudi universities
by comparing local standards with those of the Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE), a globally recognized model. Using a documentary analytical approach, the
study reviews relevant local and international literature to identify gaps between na-

tional practices and global benchmarks in preparing social work graduates.

Findings reveal several challenges affecting the quality of field training in Saudi
academic settings. The study proposes a developmental framework informed by inter-
national best practices and emphasizes the need to align local standards with CSWE
guidelines. It recommends establishing a unified national framework based on interna-
tional accreditation to ensure high-quality learning outcomes and support the objec-
tives of Saudi Vision 2030 in education and social development.

Key Words: Field Training, Social Work, CSWE Standards, Saudi Universities
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