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Academic Freedom to University Stu-
dents and Mechanisms to Enhance it
From the Perspective of Social Work

DR. MOHAMED MOHAMED BASIONY KANDIL e

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the reality of academic freedom practice among university
students and analyze its dimensions from their perspective, focusing on freedom of expres-
sion, academic decision-making, freedom to choose study fields, and freedom of scientific
research. The study sample consisted of first- to fourth-year students at the College of Arts
and Applied Sciences, Dhofar University.The study proposed several mechanisms to en-
hance academic freedom within the university environment, including organizing group
workshops led by social workers to introduce students to the concept and importance of
academic freedom and to raise their awareness of practicing it responsibly; establishing
participatory student groups that enable students to discuss academic issues and contrib-
ute to university decision-making to strengthen their participation and sense of belonging;
creating a supportive classroom environment that encourages free expression while re-
specting diverse opinions without fear of marginalization; updating university regulations
and policies to ensure the protection of academic freedom and establishing clear complaint
and follow-up mechanisms; activating student support groups led by social workers to assist
students in overcoming administrative, social, and academic obstacles.

Keywords: academic freedom - mechanisms - university students
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