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J*Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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The Effectiveness of Legisiative Provisions
In the Field of Protection from Domestic
Violence in the United Arah Emirates

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER. HAYA ALAMRIY ®
SARA ABDULRAHMAN MOHAMMED ALI ®
HANAN AMMAR ABU SAADEH ®

Abstract

Domestic violence is a harmful social phenomenon that threatens the stabili-
ty and cohesion of families and weakens communication among their members,
negatively affecting their psychological and social structure. This study explores
the nature of domestic violence in the United Arab Emirates and evaluates the
effectiveness of the legal provisions and legislation addressing it, with a focus on
vulnerable groups such as women, children, and adolescents. It also measures
public awareness of legal culture in this context to propose practical recommen-
dations for strengthening legal and social protection.

Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study relied on questionnaires
and qualitative interviews with family protection experts. The findings show that
UAE legal texts provide comprehensive protection for all family members. How-
ever, there is a moderate level of legal awareness among the public, with varia-
tion across age groups. Challenges include limited legal education and victims’
hesitation to report incidents due to cultural and social pressures. The study
highlights the role of state-supported programs—such as those by the Social
Support Center—in mitigating violence but recommends digital improvements
for broader reach. A direct link was found between weak legal awareness and
increased vulnerability to abuse.

Keywords: Domestic violence, legal protection, legal awareness, family stability.
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