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The role of social theory in describing and ex-
plaining the formation of digital society

DR. ABDULAZIZ ALl ALGHAREEB ®
DR. ALJAWHARAH AIL ALYAHYA ®

Abstract

This paper presents the advanced and modern social theoretical heritage in sociology in
the study of technology, in an attempt to deconstruct and dissect the relationship between
technology and society in light of the digital technologies that have changed the form and
pattern of social life in contemporary societies, based on the role of modern technology.

And its impact on restructuring local community patterns. Recognizing the differ-
ence in the view of technology between the classical view, which considers it a variable
or factor for social change, and the modern digital view, which views digital technol-
ogy as a bridge that moves societies and their social structures to a post-modern state.

This paper relied on the descriptive type to implement it through reviewing and
reviewing the general and intermediate social theories that dealt with the description,
explanation and prediction of technology in bringing about changes, stereotyping and
molding of contemporary societies starting from the beginning of the twentieth century
until the present day. In a period in which technology has taken an important role in
transforming human societies to a stage in which their traditional features are almost
disappearing, this has necessitated the effective intervention of social theory, which has
culminated in the creation of specialized branches of sociology, such as mechanistic
sociology, digital sociology, and cyber sociology, both of which address issues of tech-
nology, computers, digitization, networks, and their social implications. This created a
modern conceptual structure for social theory that blends sociality and digitalization.
The paper was presented in light of the following sections: 1. Classical trends in inter-
preting the technological factor. 2. Digital concepts in social theory.

Key Words: digital sociology, technology, social theory, social networks, sociology,
digital society.
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