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Rumors and the time of Corona:
public space in balance

DR. SAADELLAOUI WAHIBA

summary:

Considering rumor as a social phenomenon is an old and new topic, as it preceded the
visual, written and audio media have been characterized without their temporal and spatial
limitations and their spread over a wide geographical area, as well as between different
social groups to become an interactive and free expressive pattern based on orality.

With the spread of the Corona epidemic in Tunisia since late 2019 and the beginning of
2020, the political, health and social scene witnessed a huge rise in rumors. In this context,
our study will not be limited to reading the percentages of rumors and fake news circulating
on social networks, as much as we seek to raise the topic of rumor as a daily communica-
tion channel between people, whether face to face or on social networks Facebook. From
this perspective, we must not lose sight of the historical context that contributes to the
emergence of rumor as a concept on the one hand and as an oral communication pattern
between people on the other. In addition to the historical framework of the concept of
rumor, we will address an essential component of rumor, which is the public space, which
turns from a sphere of power, in the words of Jirgen Habermas, to a field of daily interac-
tion where popular discourses are formed expressing the population’s representations of
the Corona pandemic. The manifestations of this epidemic cannot be understood without
addressing the daily discourses charged with fear of the epidemic on the one hand and
legitimizing the formation of rumor as a linguistic and communicative pattern on the other.
To understand these discourses, we will consider adopting symbolic interaction and the
socio-linguistic approach as theoretical approaches, using open interview with students
from different Tunisian cities as a research technique to understand their representations of
rumors and how they deal with them.

Keywords: rumor, fake news, public space, social influences
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