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The role of social work in
motivating university youth to
participate in volunteer work.

Prof. Dr. Abd EL Rahman Sofy Osman e

Abstract:

Volunteering in the field of social work is an optional effort undertaken by members
of society without the expectation of obtaining a financial return, motivated by personal,
religious or humanitarian motives.

The university stage is considered one of the most important stages of life, because it
has a major role in developing students’ personalities and providing them with knowledge,
information, and skills that reflect positively on their professional future.

The importance of youth participation in volunteer work stems from strengthening
youth’s affiliation to their homelands and developing their intellectual, artistic, scientific and
practical skills and abilities.

The study aimed to determine the factors that motivate university youth to participate in
volunteer work, and the obstacles they face in doing volunteer work, in addition to deter-
mining the role of social work in urging them to participate in volunteer work.

The study used a descriptive study based on the social survey method with a purposive
sample, which amounted to (254) male and female students from the third and fourth years
at the Faculty of Social Work - Helwan University.

The study found that there are many obstacles facing students, whether related to so-
ciety, the students themselves, or the volunteer organizations in which they participate.
The study proposed a set of mechanisms that increase students’ participation in volunteer
projects.

Keywords: role, motivation, youth, volunteer work

e Professor in the Department of Social Work Fields - Faculty of Social Work - Helwan University, Egypt
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