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Chinese Foreign Paolicy Ideology of the Pragmatic:
Attitude of the Iraq Crisis Model

Mohamed Bin Huwaidin

This paper studies the foreign policy of the People’s Republic of China towards
Iraq. It analyzes the different elements that shape China’s interest in Iraq. It argues
that China’s policy toward Iraq since the United States-led invasion of that country
has been mainly guided by practical considerations rather than ideological
considerations. Political, economic, and security factors have become China’s
main determinants in its policy towards lraq, replacing the old determinants of
China’s foreign policy towards Irag, namely the ideological commitment to fight
Western imperialism and Soviet reactionaries =
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Political Life in Kuwait: Contemporary Organizations and
Paolitical Currents

Abdel Redha Ali Aseeri

This paper deals with the roles and ideologies of various political organizations
and forces in Kuwait by comparing them, assessing their impact on the Kuwaiti
political system, and anticipating their future roles. The comparison is not only
across organizations, but also across time. The paper compares the ideologies of
these organizations before and after the Iragi invasion in 1990. It was found that
the invasion resulted in a significant change in the direction of convergence of
ideologues toward greater emphasis on the reinforcement of national sovereignty
and unity, and moving towards inward-looking ideologies that focus on domestic
issues to the detriment of Arab and foreign ones. They have also become more
influential in determining the dynamics of the policymaking process in Kuwait
at various levels, the most important of which are cabinet formation and
domestic policy making. It was argued that the increasing influence of political
organizations in Kuwait could lead in the near future to establishing a party
system in Kuwait. The present legal system in Kuwait is quite ambiguous on this
question and could be re-interpreted so as to allow establishing such system =

The Effect of Violence and the Use of Force in
Zionist Thought

Ghazi Saleh Nahar Bani Melhem

The existence of Israel in occupied Palestine is not only a problem for the
Palestinians themselves, but has become a regional and international one.
Therefore, it needs a focus on the nature of the Zionist presence and its future
goals in the region. This research, therefore, examines the impact of the Zionists’
policy of violence and use of power against the Palestinians and Arabs in the
Arab-lIsraeli conflict. Part one examines and explains the frame and theoretical
definitions of the movement’s idea and thought of violence and power, the main
principles of this movement. Part two explains the practical implications of them,
or shows the ways and tools of Israeli used of violence and power to achieve its
objectives and aims in order to occupy Palestine m



?Abstracts in English for Articles in Arabic

The Christians and Jews of Ottoman Iraq at the
Beginning of the 20th Century (1908-14)

Khalid Al Sadoun

An analysis of the conditions under which the Christians and Jews of Iraq were
living at the beginning of the last century proved that they were not subject to
any discrimination on the part of the Ottoman authorities. Their connections with
their urban Muslim neighbors were generally good and peaceful. Sometimes,
especially when the Ottoman state was at war with a European state, the religious
feelings became acute among the Muslim mob against all the Christians, including
the natives. The plunderers took any such opportunity to stea! what they could
from their rich and weak Christian and Jewish neighbors. The authorities usually
hurried to provide protection to the quarters inhabited by Christian and Jews. The
life of rural Christians and fews in Vilayet of Musil’s country was more difficult.
They were subject to oppression by their Muslim Kurd neighbors. This was not
due to mere religious fanaticism but was caused also by some coveted objects
of greedy aghas of Kurdish tribes. Some great powers then interfered from time
to time to protect the Christians and Jews. However, these interferences aimed
mainly to serve the interests of these powers and caused some suspicions in
minds of the Ottoman authorities and Muslim majority about the faithfulness of
these minorities =
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59






Sociseconomic Characteristics of College of Business and Economics
Students and the Effect of These Characteristics on Students’ Performance

PARTICIP =1 if the student participates in class discussions, 0 otherwise.
POSITIVE = 1 if the student has a positive feelings towards UAEU, O otherwise.
PRIVATE =1 if the students had ever attended a private school, 0 otherwise.
PROF = how the student perceives and appreciates his/her professors at the UAEU
= 0 if very poor, = 1 if poor, = 2 if good, = 3 if very good, = 4 if excellent.

RESP = the number of hours the student spends every week on family
responsibilities.

SCIENCE = 1 if the student holds a scientific diploma in high school, 0
otherwise.

SHOPPING =1 if the student go to shopping malls with friends, 0 otherwise.
UAEUF = 1 if the students have positive feelings towards UAE University, 0

otherwise.

UGRU = the University General Requirement Unit where the students prepare
their freshman courses.

WEEKDAYS = the average number of hours that the students put into homework
every weekday.

WEEKENDS = the average number of hours that the students put into homework
every weekend.
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Nasri Harb & Ahmed El-Shaarawi

Appendix A

The following is a list of the variables used in the survey.

CAMPUS = 1 if the student lives on campus, O otherwise.

CHALLENGE = 1 if the student has successfully passed the English Challenge
Exam at UGRU.

CROWDING = the ratio of the number of people who live in the student’s
household divided by number of rooms in his/her house.
DRIVING = 1 if the student holds a driving license, 0 otherwise.

EDUF = the education level of the father, EDUF = 0 if he has no formal education,
= 1 if he has less than high school diploma, =2 if he has high school diploma,
=3 if he has junior college, = 4 if he has college degree, and =5 if she has more
than college degree (5)

EDUM = the education level of the mother, EDUF = 0 if she has no formal
education, = 1 if she has less than high school diploma, =2 if she has high school
diploma, =3 if she has junior college, = 4 if she has college degree, and =5 if she
has more than college degree (5)

FAMILY = 1 if the student lives with his/her family, 0 otherwise.
GPA = the Grade Point Average.

GRA_HS = the student’s grade in English language at high school.
GRA_UG = the student’s grade in English at UGRU.

JOB = 1 if the student holds a job, 0 otherwise.

LITERATURE = 7 if the student holds a literature diploma in high school, 0
otherwise. ‘

MAIDS = the number of maids in the student’s house.

MARRIED = 1 if the student is married, 0 otherwise.

MISSING = number of missed lectures per course.

MOVIES =1 if the student go to movies with friends, 0 otherwise.

NEGATIVE = 1 if the students has a negative feelings towards UAEU, 0
otherwise.



Sociceconomic Characteristics of Coliege of Business and Economics
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5. Conclusion

We have studied a set of characteristics of the students at the CBE-UAEU that affect
their performance. The paper made it obvious throughout the above presentations
that factors such as English skills, science background, parents’ education, studying
hours, and family and work responsibilities are all important factors in determining
student achievement whether the student is a national or non-national, female or
male. The difference we observe on campus between different groups can, at least
partially, be explained by difference in those factors.

These factors need to be subject to more investigation through regression
analyses to answer further questions. Particularly, we would be interested to
understand whether the marginal returns of any of the factors shown above have
different impact on different groups (national versus non-nationals, female versus
male) and whether their effect is significant »
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Table 5: National students’ characteristics
in relation to their performance

! Female Male
2 <= 2.5<= 2 <= 2.5<=
GPA L aeac | aPA | 255 | PR I Gea< | GPA | sy
25 <3 25 <3 i
58 183 120 82 37 91 57 24
# of students (13%) | (41%) | 7%) | (18%) , (18%) | (44%) | 27%) | (11%)
GPA 1.82 2.23 2.68 3.36 1.78 2.22 2.73 3.32
Married students | 24% 10% 8% 0% - 14% 5% 12% 17%
Students with 0 4 5 6 ' 3 7 7 6
private schooling * (0%) | (2.2%) | (42%) | (7%) _ (8%) | (8%) | (12%) | (25%)
Science major in 22 110 73 40 15 62 37 11
high school (38%) | (60%) | (61%) | (49%) , (40%) | (68%) | (65%) | (48%)
Grade in English !
S UCRL 73 76 78 85 | 69 77 78 86
Passed challenge 0 6 4 10 1 11 9 6
exam 0%) | (G%) | 3.3%) | (12%) (3% | (12%) | (16%) | (25%)
Employed 0 5 5 3 LAl 24 17 5
students 0% | (%) | 4% | 3.6%)  (30%) | (12%) | (30%) | (21%)
Students living 31 90 64 44 19 37 29 14
with their family  (53%) | (49%) | (53%) | (53%) | (51%) | (41%) | (51%) | (58%) |
Students livingon | 25 86 51 35 12 38 14 7
campus 43%) | (47%) | (42%) | (43%) @ (32%) | (42%) | (24%) | (29%)
Father’s ‘
cducation 0.4 1.01 1.05 1.07 1.67 1.44 1.59 178 |
Mother's 033 | 062 | 092 | 067 | 057 | 085 | 1 117
T
fj:‘é‘a"s ”Z.'f.'le 25 62 49 37 14 43 25 14 |
e | 43%) | (34%) | 41%) | (45%) . (38%) | (47%) | (44%) | (58%) |
. T T
Q:)';zif)r‘fwards 221 | 223 | 234 | 229 | 257 | 223 | 216 | 262
Participation in 27 89 52 49 25 46 36 19
class discussion 47%) | (49%) | (43%) | (60%) | (68%) | (51%) | (63%) | (79%)
Number of
missed lectures/ 1.57 1.82 1.76 1.56 = 187 1.85 1.48 1.73
_CQI.IIS?S I
fx’e‘i{('gagyh’s 332 | 394 | 360 | 336 ' 261 255 | 2.60 25 .
" T !
fjj‘;{(‘gf dh's 2.66 2.7 2.73 3.64 | 1.42 1.81 185 | 217
Hours for family '
responsibilities 6.92 6.90 6.12 7.23 108 | 10.25 | 10.67 9.3
g(')‘:l‘;ve‘:gﬁff 142 1.34 1.21 114 130 1.43 1.17 109 |
Students with [ 2 11 13 6 . 36 85 52 22 |
driving license B% | 6% | (11%) | 7% _ (97%) | (93%) | (91%) | (92%)
Students go to
movies with 3% 5% 9% 6% 68% | 60% | 58% 54%
fiegdss g |
shopping malls 8% 1% 12% 8% 57% | 54% | 46% | 46% |
L with friends ]
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It is also evident that those female students with a driving license performed
better. To hold a driving license gives some indications that a female student
comes from more liberal environment, which may help in developing creativity
and problem-solving skills. This may not be the case for male students, where
holding a driving license may indicate more family responsibilities.

Another proxy for cultural differences is how frequently female students go
out to movies or malls. In the last two rows of table 5, it seems that, to some
extent, there exists a positive correlation between female performance and trips
to movies or malls. Going out excessively has negative effect on performance.
As for the male students, they already go out to movies and have a constantly
negative relationship between performance and leisure. From early ages, they
enjoy a freer and therefore richer environment and are less subject to tradition.
The marginal benefit of going out to movies and to malls is lower than that of the
females and is even negative as it appears in the table.
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Table 4: Students Characteristics by Gender and Nationality

with friends

All Female Male
. Non- N Non- Non-
National National Both National National Both Nat National Both
Surveyed 673 188 864 460 88 550 213 100 314
GPA 2.47 2.95 2.58 2.51 3.16 2.61 2.41 2.77 2.53
Students
udent: 38 57 95 15 26 4 23 31 54
with private (6%) (30%) (11%) (3%) (30%) % | 1% | 31%) | (17%)
Science maljor in 380 142 524 254 66 322 126 76 202
high schoo (56%) (76%) (61%) (55%) (75%) (59%) | (59%) (76%) (64%)
Grade in English 663 165 831 455 80 537 208 85 294
in high school (99%) (88%) (96%) (99%) (91%) (98%) | (98%) (85%) (94%)
Grade in English | 777 83.8 79 78.0 85.7 79.3 77 82.1 78.4
Passed 48 49 97 21 21 42 27 28 55
Challenge Exam (7%) (26%) (11%) (5%) (24%) (8%) (13%) (28%) (18%)
Employed 71 13 84 13 5 18 58 8 66
students (11%) (7%) (10%) (3%) (6%) (3%) (27%) (8%) (21%)
Students livin 338 79 419 236 37 274 102 42 145
with their family | (50%) (42%) (48%) (51%) (42%) (50%) | (48%) (42%) (46%)
Students living 278 100 379 207 50 258 71 50 121
on campus (41%) (53%) (44%) (45%) (57%) @7%) | (33%) (50%) (38%)
ggﬁ‘f;tfon 115 3.21 1.6 0.95 3.14 1.3 1.57 3.28 2.12
':‘d‘l’fi‘;'ign 0.74 2.45 111 0.67 2.34 0.94 0.9 2.55 1.42
wﬁ‘g‘éﬂ“s Wi't‘it‘, o 267 99 368 169 41 211 98 58 157
titad pos (40%) (53%) (43%) (37%) (47%) (38%) | (46%) (58%) (50%)
Attitud: d
ttitude towards
professors 2.29 2.54 2.34 2.27 2.57 2.32 2.32 2.52 2.39
Participation in 354 116 473 225 55 282 129 61 191
class discussion (53%) (62%) {55%) (49%) (62%) (51%) (61%) (61%) (61%)
Number of
missed lectures/ 1.74 2.05 1.8 1.73 2.08 1.78 1.75 2 1.83
courses
ﬁ;ﬂ‘;‘;‘f;g d°f 127 1.35 1.29 1.26 1.32 1.28 1.29 1.37 1.32
Married students 1% 3% 9% 1% 4% 10% 10% 1% 7%
Stud, i{,‘gyh’s 2.93 2.80 2.90 3.14 317 3.4 2.57 2.49 2.54
Studying hrs 2.26 2.35 2.28 2.55 2.68 257 1.75 2.08 1.86
Students with 227 80 307 32 26 58 195 54 249
driving license (33.7%) | (42.6%) | (35.5%) (7%} (29.5%) | (10.5%) | (91.5%) | (54%) | (79.3%)
Hours for family
responsibilities 7.91 5.75 7.43 6.75 5.45 6.54 10.4 6.02 8.99
2:{3?’3’ of 2.55 0.48 1.88 2.29 0.43 1.99 2.18 0.53 1.68
Students goto
movies with 23% 59% 31% 6% 49% 13% 60% 68% 62%
friends
Students go to
shopping malls 23% 62% 31% 10% 53% 17% 51% 69% 56%
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This gives a female student a certain “advantage” of more studying hours even
if she is married. As for the males, maids cannot reduce their responsibilities,
which are, in general, related to social activities and customs (such as attending
funerals, receiving guests, visiting friends and relatives). On top of that, many
male students hold a full-time job, which reduces considerably studying time.
Moreover, there is another factor that lowers the male students’ studying hours,
which is found in the last two rows of table 4 where we can clearly observe that
male students put more time in leisure activities such as watching movies and
going to shopping malls.

We have stated above that factors such as private schooling, competence
in English, science background, parents’ education, participation in class
discussions, studying hours, and leisure have significant effects on grade. In the
next subsection, we discuss whether these factors can explain the GPA difference
among national students themselves.

Table 5 represents the same variables in table 4, but within the national students’
framework. We have classified each gender into four categories with increasing
average GPA, and it can be seen that the factors associated with higher GPA are
private schooling, better English skills, parents’ education, class participation,
studying hours, less family responsibility, and less crowded households. This
means that the origins of better performance of females were the same whether
they are national students or not.

From the last four rows in table 5 it seems that national students, especially
female students have lower performance. Male students can go out to a quiet
place such-as the library, a quiet friend’s place or any other convenient place
where female do not have this privilege. '
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On the other hand, the least performing students (economics, marketing,
management) were found to have a larger proportion of students with literature
high school diplomas, lower English scores, more crowded households, and
less-educated parents. However, the undecided students showed a better
performance. Their average GPA was 2.67, which was well above the sample
GPA (2.58). They reported studying more hours and had good English skills. This
suggests that new students are becoming better prepared to study at CBE.

Table 4 represents the same students’ characteristics classified by gender and
nationality. When compared to national students, non-national students had
higher GPAs. They attended private schools more frequently. A larger proportion
of them had a scientific high school diploma and had passed successfully the
English Challenge Exam at UGRU. They had high scores in English language. It
is also quite clear that the non-national students surveyed had highly educated
parents, were more appreciative of the university and their professors, and
participated more in the class discussions. However, they missed more classes
than their national counterparts. It is clear that the nationals surveyed had less
crowded? houses than non- nationals. One would expect that a crowded house
provides a less favorable studying environment as shown in table 3. However, it
seems that this was not the case where students from less affluent families work
hard in order to do well after graduation.

If these factors sound reasonable and can explain GPA differences between
national and non-national students, they do not, however, explain why female
students outperformed their counterpart males. For instance, table 4 shows that
male national students were more likely to attend private schools, to hold a
scientific high school diploma, to successfully pass the English Challenge Exam,
and to have more highly educated parents. So, why did those male students have
lower performance compared to female students? Some factors may play a crucial
role in a student’s performance. It can be seen from the table that the female
students surveyed devoted more time to study than males, either on weekdays or
weekends, were less likely to hold a driving license, and were less likely to have
a job. They had less family responsibility (since most local households hire maids
for such domestic responsibility such as cleaning, cooking, raising kids, etc.).

2. See appendix for definition.
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diploma in science (74 percent). It also had the highest proportion of students
who attended a private school (20 percent), the highest average in English in their
high school (85/100) and in the University General Requirement Unit (UGRU)
(83/100), the highest proportion of students who passed the English Challenge
Exam (15 percent), the least-crowded households (1.09 persons per room), and
were only second to finance in terms of high parental education. Surprisingly,
those students were the most likely to miss lectures and were the least likely to
appreciate their professors.

Table 3: Students’ Characteristics By Major

ACC | ECON | FINAN | MAN | MARK MIS STAT UND

Number of students 149 | 39 78 125 36 78 78 | 281
% 17% | 4% | 9% | 14% | 4% | 9% | 9% | 32%
GPA 256 | 232 | 256 | 24 | 229 | 295 | 249 | 267
Studying hrs /weekday 20 | 27 3 3 3 28 | 32 33
Studying hrs /weekend 26 | 23 27 | 22 24 | 23 | 26 | 25
icct',?;e major in high 70% | S0% | 41% | 53% | 30% | 74% | 73% | 57%
g‘;(’:)‘l“'e major in high 28% | 50% | S9% | 44% | 66% | 26% | 24% | 42%
i‘;}iﬁ?}f‘g"’“h private 8% | 10% | 15% | 7% | 11% | 20% | 2% | 12%
Grade in English in high

rade, 79 77 84 80 83 85 79 82
Grade in Englishin UGRU | 79 77 80 78 | 79 83 75 80
Passed Challenge exam 8% | 3% | 15% | 10% | 11% | 15% | 4% | 10%
Crowding of household 1.27 1.36 1.30 1.35 1.43 1.09 1.28 1.33
Number of missed lectures/ |, . 1.8 1.5 1.7 1.5 1.8 1.75 | 1.98
courses

Students with UAEU 43% | 38% | 29% | 50% | 64% | 41% | 40% | 21%
positive attitude

Students with UAEU 28% | 49% | 42% | 15% | 14% | 28% | 22% | 56%
negative attitude

Attitude towards professors 23 2.4 2.41 24 2.5 2.08 223 2,37

Father’s education 1.8 1.42 2,44 1.3 1.47 1.97 1.2 1.5

Mother's education 11 0.9 1.96 0.8 0.94 1.29 1.04 1.1
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The relatively low representation of other emirates such as Ajman and UAQ
can be explained by their small population. Also, many parents are reluctant to
have their daughters travel to Al Ain (even with the university transportation) and
spend five days away from home each week. Moreover, there are competing
universities in other cities, such as Zayed University in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah
University and American University in Sharjah, Zayed University and Higher
Colleges of Technology in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Fujairah, and Ras Al Khaymah.

Table 2: Distribution of National Students By Emirate

Total AD | AlAin | Dubai | Sharjah | Ajman | UAQ | RAK | FUJ
GPA 247 | 251 | 251 | 245 | 238 | 252 | 211 | 242 | 247
ALL Stwdents | 673 | 399 | 308 | 30 46 17 2 | 102 | 49
% 100% | 59% | 46% | 4.4% | 7% 3% | 0.3% | 15% | 7%
GPA 251 | 254 | 254 | 244 | 238 | 257 | 23 | 252 | 2.45
Female | Students | 460 | 266 | 225 15 29 10 1 82 | 38
% 100% | 58% | 51% | 3% 6% 2% | 0.2% | 18% | 8%
GPA 241 | 244 | 244 | 247 | 238 | 24 | 192 | 227 | 233 |
Male | Students | 213 | 133 | 84 15 17 7 1 20 | 1
% 100% | 62% | 39% | 7% 8% 3% | 0.5% | 9% | 5%

It can be seen from table 2 that, at the emirate level, female students outperform

male students with the exception of Dubai students. The best performing students
were Ajman female students, while the least performing students were RAK's
male students. UAQ students were not considered because there was only one
male and one female observation.

4. Data analysis

Table 3 represents the distribution and main characteristics of the students in
different majors at CBE. It reveals that the average GPA of MIS students was the
highest (2.95) compared to all other majors. This is expected since a high GPA
(above 2.5} is a condition for admission into this major. it can also be seen from
the table that MIS had the highest proportion of students with a high school
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counterparts represent 53 percent. The high female presence in the sample is due
to a majority of national female students.

Table 1 shows the students’ performance by gender and nationality. Two main
observations are evident: the first is that female students outperformed male
students whether they were nationals or not. Their average GPA in the sample
was 2.61 while the male students’ average GPA was 2.53. The other observation
is that non-nationals had higher GPAs than nationals. Among non-nationals, non-
Arab students had higher GPA than Arabs. Hence, the best- performing students
were non-Arab females, while the least performing were the national males. This
difference in performance can be explained by the fact that UAEU and CBE
admission standards are higher for non-national students. Moreover, most non-
national students, especially non-Arabs, are on student scholarships.

Table 1: Student Performance by Nationality and Gender

Sample | Nationals nar:ig:;ls Arabs ,:gg;
Students 864 673 188 163 23
All % of the sample 100% 78% 22% 19% 3%
GPA 2.58 2.47 2.95 2.93 3.17
Students 550 460 88 81 7
Female | % of the sample 64% 53% 10% 9% 0.8%
GPA 2.61 2.51 3.16 3.14 3.33
Students 314 213 100 82 16
Male % of the sample 36% 25% 12% 9% 2%
GPA 2.53 2.41 2.77 2.72 3N

Table 2 represents the distribution of the national students in the sample by
emirate. A majority (59 percent) of national students come from Abu Dhabi
emirate. Among them, 46 percent of the total national students come from Al
Ain city, which is much smaller than Abu Dhabi city. Untike students who come
from other cities or emirates, Al Ain city students have the privilege of living with
their families, not on campus. They do not have to make the trip back home
every weekend as students from other emirates do.
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Wisconsin Education Association Council groups the variables that affect student
achievement into four categories:

1. School variables, such as tracking, retention, class size, school size, and

best practice

2. Family and individual variables, such as parent involvement and personal

responsibility, which includes studying hours, hours of television
viewing, and excessive work during the school year.

3. Sacial incentives, such as expected income and whether working hard in

school will make a difference in students’ lives

4. Socioeconomic conditions such as income, family size, and parent education.

The present research also included some questions specifically related to the
UAEU student population in general and to CBE students in particular, such as
English language performance, house size, family size, and some proxies for
cultural openness.

The questionnaire included three sets of questions: the first set addressed
individual student background information, the second set addressed the
socioeconomic characteristics of the student’s family, and the third set of questions
covered student perceptions of the university environment. A comprehensive list
of variables used in the survey is found in Appendix A.

A sample of 864 CBE students was selected. Many incomplete questionnaires
were not rejected in order to keep as many observations as possible. The reader
should expect to see some discrepancies among the number of observations
associated with different variables. For instance, many students did not report
their family income, the total number of credit hours, or their major in college.
Since this information is irrelevant when comparing the GPA by gender, there is
no point in rejecting those observations.

3. Sample Overview

Table 1 represents some general characteristics of the sample. The sample is
very representative of the CBE student population, as 78 percent of the surveyed
students are nationals, 19 percent are Arabs, and 3 percent are non-Arabs. Female
students represented 64 percent of the sample. It is interesting to note that male
national students represent only 25 percent of the total sample while their female
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competence in English is included in our list of variables affecting students’
performance.

The importance of this study is twofold:

1. It focuses on factors that affect students’ performance at UAEU.

2. It should help policy makers in the UAE in general and at UAEU in particular
to design and implement policies to improve students’ performance as well
as improve the efficiency of education.

This paper is organized as follows: Section 2 presents a general description
of the population of the College of Business and Economics at UAEU and the
methodology used in conducting this research. Section 3 comprises a general
description of the sample. A thorough analysis of the factors affecting the students’
performance is provided in section 4, and with conclusions in section 5.

2. Methodology

The UAE is composed of seven emirates: Abu Dhabi (AD), Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman,
Um Al Quwayn (UAQ), Fujairah and Ras Al Khaymah (RAK). UAEU is located
in Al-Ain city in AD emirate. The College of Business and Economics (CBE) at
UAEU offers seven majors: accounting (ACC), economics (ECON), finance (FIN),
management (MAN), marketing (MAR), management information system (MIS),
and statistics (STAT). In late February 2004, CBE consisted of 2,207 students, with
a majority (63.2 percent) of female students. The higher female representation in
the student population can be explained by the fact that many UAE male high
school (HS) graduates prefer to enter the highly paid public service, especially
the army and the police, instead of attending college. Among those who decide
to pursue college education, some choose to go to Europe or the US.

The non-national student population represents about 20 percent of the overall
population. Most of these non-national students are Arabs who live with their families
as residents in the UAE. The remaining non-Arab students are mostly from some
African countries and from some of the republics of the former Soviet Union.

A survey questionnaire was distributed to the students. It included a
comprehensive list of questions relating to different arrays of variables that
were identified by Wisconsin Education Association Council. In general, the
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and as the number of credit hours carried by the student during the semester
increases. On the other hand, the chance of a student making an A or B in the
course significantly increases with having taken a calculus course, a higher GPA,
and higher SAT scores. Karemera (2003) found that students’ performance is
significantly correlated with satisfaction with academic environment and service
received. He also found that the existence of professional development programs
and internship opportunities are associated with better academic performance.
With regard to background variables, he found a positive effect of high school
performance and school achievement while there was no statistical evidence of
significant association between family income level and academic performance.
Lane and Porch (2002) studied the factors affecting students’ performance on
an introductory undergraduate financial accounting course and found that age
and students’ attitudes toward accounting have significant effect on students’
performance. Williams et al (1992) found no evidence to support the hypothesis
that significant and consistent gender differences exist in college students’
performance on economic exams.

As it can be seen from the above literature review, most of the previous studies
have focused on students’ performance in the US and Europe. However, since
there are cultural differences between Western societies and traditional Middle
Eastern societies—the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the present case—and
since such differences may play a role in shaping the factors that affect this
performance, this study examines those factors relevant to UAE society and in
particular to the United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) student population.

The aim of this research is to examine determinants of students’ performance
in the College of Business and Economics (CBE) at UAEU, taking into account
variables pertaining to UAE society. Besides the conventional factors, this study
investigates the effect of gender on students’ performance, especially since
UAEU has different campuses for male and female students. Another factor to be
investigated is whether living on campus has any role in determining students’
performance. This factor interacts with gender since there exist very restrict rules
on the female campus, especially with regard to their movement in and out of
the campus. Another factor that may affect students’ performance is family size,
which differs significantly among different ethnic and economic sub-groups. On
the other hand, since the language of instruction at the CBE is English, students’
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1. Introduction A

Determinants of students’ performance have been the subject of ongoing debate
among educators, academics, and policy makers. There have been many studies
that sought to examine this issue, and the findings of these studies point to hard
work, discipline, previous schooling, parents’ education, family income and self-
motivation as factors that can explain differences in students’ grades.

For example, Siegfried and Fels (1979) concluded that the student’s aptitude
is the most important determinant of his/her learning. In a study of high school
students who were in an economics class and wanted to take another economics
course, Beron (1990) found that there is a link between the perceived usefulness
of an additional course in economics and the performance of the students in a
current economics course. Romer (1993) found that class attendance reflected
significantly on the students’ GPA. Anderson and Benjamin (1994) found that the
mostimportantfactors thataffectstudents’ performanceina university introductory
economics course were the overall achievement level and taking a course in
calculus. With regard to gender, they found that male students outperform their
female counterparts. Kennedy and Tay (1994) concluded in their survey article
that the research on the factors affecting students’ performance in economics
points to student’s aptitude as the most important determinant of learning. It was
also determined that study effort, age of the student, and a good match between
a student’s learning style and the instructor’s teaching style have a positive effect
on the student’s performance. Cohn et al (1995) found that memory and note-
taking affect learning in the introductory courses in economics. Devadoss and
Foltz (1996) studied the effects of previous GPA, class attendance, and financial
status on the performance of students of some agriculture economics-related
courses. They concluded that previous GPA and motivation affect positively the
current GPA. They also found that students who support themselves financially
are likely to have better performance. Zimmer and Fuller (1996), in their survey
article of the factors affecting students’ performance in statistics, found that
statistics anxiety and attitude, and computer experience are linked to students’
performance in statistics courses. Ellis et al (1998), in their study on the factors
affecting student performance in principles of economics, found that the
likelihood of a student making an A or B significantly decreases as the number
of absences increases, when the student is a member of fraternity or sorority,
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Determinants of students’ performance have been the subject of ongoing debate
among educators, academics, and policy makers. There have been many studies
that sought to examine this issue, and their findings point out to hard work, previous
schooling, parents’ education, family income, and self-motivation as factors that have
a significant effect on students” GPAs. Those studies have focused on students in the
US and Europe. However, since cultural differences may play a role in shaping the
factors that affect this performance, it is important to examine those factors relevant
to UAE society. The aim of this research is to examine the relationship between the
socioeconomic characteristics of students at the College of Business and Economics
(CBE) at United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) and their academic performance,
taking into account variables pertaining to UAE society. Using a sample of 864 CBE
students, the preliminary results show that CBE female students outperform their male
counterparts with the exception of students from Dubai. Besides gender, some of the
other factors that seem to affect students’ performance are: major in high school,
student’s ‘competence in English, studying hours, family size, parents’ education,

private schooling, and nationality.’
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Table 4. The Results of the Linear Regression Analysis for
Career Aspiration as Criterion Variables

Variable B B.SE B R?
GPA 0.358 0.614 0.053 0.029
SES 0.928 0.422 0.2* 0.04
ATWRS 0.4 0.099 0.354* 0.126
Sex-role 0.15 0.368 0.036° 0.001
Agency 2.204 0.63 0.291* 0.085
PRSELF 0.9 0.508 0.152* 0.023

Notes: GPA = grade point average; ATWRS = attitude

towards women'’s role in society; Sex-role= Bem sex-role categories;
PR SELF= future role perceived within ten years; ROLCS- =

Role most consistent with self-image; CARAS = career assertion;
Children = number of children planning to have

* = significant at 0.7 (90% confidence level)

*=p<0.05
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Table 3. The Results of the Linear Regression Analysis for
Traditionality of Career Choice as Criterion Variables

Variable B B SE B R:

GPA 0.22 0.171 0.1712 0.029
SES 0.0326 0.079 0.038 0.001
ATWRS 0.0021 0.019 0.01 0.000
Sex-role 0.068 0.067 0.088 0.008
Agency 0.037 0.12 0.027 0.001
PRSELF 0.029 0.093 -0.027 0.001
Conflict 0.093 0.108 0.075 0.006
ROLCS-I 0.031 0.127 0.021 0.004
CARAS 0.03 0.016 0.168 0.028
Children 0.093 0.108 0.075 0.006

Notes; GPA = grade point average; ATWRS = attitude

towards women'’s role in society; Sex-role= Bem sex-role categories;

PR SELF= future role perceived within 10 years;

ROLCS-I = role most consistent with self-image; CARAS = career assertion;
Children = number of children planning to have

? = significant at 0.1 (90 % confidence level)
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Table 2. The Distribution of the Responses on Sex-Role ltems

Frequency Percentage
PR SELF (N=134)
A housewife 2 1.5
A housewife with a part-time job 18 13.4
A housewife with a career 35 26.1
A career woman and married 71 53.0
A career woman and single 8 6.0
BSex-role (N=134)

. . 25.4
Undifferentiated 34 18.7
M i 2 )

as'CL{]rne 5 336
Feminine 45
. 22.4
Androgenic 30
1 (N=1
Biological - reproductive 10 7.5
Community - social 54 40.6
Productive 69 51.9

Notes: PR SELF= future role perceived within 10 years;
BSex-role= Bem sex-role categories;
ROLCS-I = the role most consistent with self-image



36

Rania A. Abdo & Ahmad A. Oweini

O’Brien, K. M., M.P. Gray, P.P. Tourajdi, and S.P. Eigenbrode. 1996. “The
Operationalization of Women’s Career Choices: The Career Aspiration Scale.” Paper
presented at the 1996 meeting of the American Psychological Association.

Rainey, L.M., and L. DiAnne Borders. 1997. “Influential Factors in Career Orientation
and Career Aspiration of Early Adolescent Girls.” Journal of Counseling Psychology
44(2):160-172.

Takla. 1978. “The Relationship between Socio-Economic Class, Sex Role Attitudes,
and Internal-External Orientations of Daughters of Working vs. Non-Working Mothers.”
Unpublished master’s thesis, American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon. )

Tangri, 5.5., and S.R. Jenkins. 1997. “Why Expecting Conflict Is Good.” Sex Roles 36(11/
12):725-746.

Tarazi. 1972. “Attitudes towards Feminism among Arab Women as Related to their
Need for Achievement, Sex-Role Preferences and Vocational Choices.” Unpublished

master’s thesis, American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon.

Table 1. The Results of the Descriptive Statistics

Variable N Range Mean |SD Variance
GPA 125 1-4 2.42 0.72 0.52
SES 118 1-4 2.58 1.09 0.85
TRDOCCH 134 1-3 1.81 0.92 0.84
PRConsent 129 1-4 1.87 0.84 0.71
PROpinion 133 1-3 22 0.88 0.78
Msupport 133 1-4 1.39 0.6 0.36
ATWRS 115 15-37 22.34 4.5 20.28
CAS 134 13-40 30.36 5.05 25.54
BSex-role 134 1-4 2.53 1.1 1.21
Agentic 134 3.1- 6.45 4.61 0.67 0.45
PR SELF 134 1-5 3.49 0.86 0.73
ROLCS-I 133 1-3 2.44 0.63 0.40

Notes: GPA = grade point average; PRConsent= parents’ consent
to my choice of career; PROpinion= importance of parents’
opinion to choice of career; Msupport = mother’s support of
daughter having a career; ATWRS = attitude towards women’s
role in society; Sex-role= Bem sex-role categories;

PR SELF= future role perceived within 10 years;

ROLCS-I = role most consistent with self-image
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Given the nascent field of career education and career education in Lebanon,
educators and counselors are urged to start tackling issues related to career
development for women during the critical period when adolescent women start
exploring their interests and abilities, examine anew their values, set goals, clarify
expectations, and so forth. Naturally, they should be assisted with this challenging
task. They should be made aware of the various barriers that will face them when
attempting to reconcile a career and a family, be encouraged to venture into
nontraditional careers, and be taught more effective ways of coping with them
through various career counseling exercises that center on self-exploration, values
clarification, and most importantly, decision making.

This study has limitations related to the lack of generalizability of the findings
to the entire population. The sample under study belonged to a private English-
speaking college, and, hence, is not representative of the Lebanese society,
leaving out young women matriculated in French-speaking universities, public
universities, and those not attending college »
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Within Eccles’ framework, adopting the traditional role of housewife would

force these young women to restrict their behavior to become appropriate with

their salient role by opting for low career achievement and a part-time job.

These participants ranked their activities and chores in a way to sacrifice their

careers for house holding because these behaviors are the ones congruent to
their self-concept.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations .

This study explored those psychosocial factors that are likely to influence the
Lebanese young woman's career development as a first attempt to identify
the building blocks for developing future models of career development of
Lebanese women.

The socio-political events of the past 20 years have apparently had an impact
on the Lebanese value system of the college-educated young women. Is it a form
of acculturation or a development or change of the values and structures to fit the
demands and challenges of the new millennium?

Participants perceived themselves mostly as “productive” workingwomen.
In addition, within the socioeconomic need coupled with societal acceptance
of work outside of the home a career becomes an integral part of the young
Lebanese woman’s perception of self-concept. This, in turn, would lead to a
rise in the number of women working outside their homes and would influence
their participation in the labor force, marriage, and politics. Family values are
still prevalent among Lebanese college women; hence the extent to which this
reality makes them ready to sacrifice their careers and influence their definition
of successful performance on those activities considered central to one’s identity
would be worth investigating in the future. This would have several implications
for the personal and psychological level since these young women need to be
prepared to assume the demands of a multiple life role.

As evidenced in this study, a new system is settling in and its effects on the
career development of Lebanese young women are undeniable. Hence, it
becomes critical to approach counseling and research under a new light, taking
into consideration the conflict still facing these young women.
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These findings supported Eccles’s (1994) assumptions in that gender role
socialization experience influenced students’ self-perception goal, family and
work values, and vocational aspiration.

Meanwhile, gender role socialization experience has shown to influence
family and work values as follows. A large number (over 40 percent) of young
women attached importance to establishing a family, and value the motherhood
role and the inherited family structure. They perceived themselves primarily in the
traditional role of a housewife. In fact, the majority of the participants (almost 90
percent) indicated that they would like to have at least two children. Even though
the latter group has shown to have internalized the culture’s definition of the
woman’s role of mother and wife, they still choose the working role with either a
part-time job or a career.

In addition, those students who reported that the reproductive role of a woman
is the most consistent with their self-image were expected to plan for having a
larger number of children. However, the results showed that the planned number
of children was independent of perceived self-image and perceived future role.

Also with respect to gender roles, interesting results emerged with respect
to the perceived future role as its relation to career aspiration and ATWR. First,
ANOVA revealed a significant effect of perceived future role on the level of career
aspiration. Participants who perceived themselves primarily in the traditional role
of a housewife had significantly lower levels of career aspiration than those who
perceived themselves in any of the other remaining roles (“a housewife with a
part-time job,” “a housewife with a career,” “a career woman and married,” and
“a career woman and single”). In addition, participants who perceived themselves
as housewives and also chose to have a career in parallel were found to have
a significantly higher level of career aspiration than those who chose to have a
part-time job.

Second, the independent variable—perceived future role—had a significant
effect on the attitude towards women’s role in society. Participants who
perceived themselves primarily in the traditional role of a housewife expressed
traditional (significantly less liberal) attitudes towards the role of women in
society than the remaining groups. Young women who perceived themselves
primarily as career women or women with career orientation (salience) showed
a more liberal attitude.
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as the situation dictates. Endorsing androgenic personality characteristics lead
to high level of career aspiration. Hence, encouraging young women to adopt
broader behaviors that are not only acceptable for women is a precursor to a
better career achievement.

The fact that the Bem Sex-Role Inventory is valid for the educated young women
suggests that these young women have internalized the American society’s sex-
roles of men and women due to the influence of the latter culture on their daily
life. An alternate explanation is that the standards of desirable behavior for men
and women are similar for both Lebanese and American cultures.

Moreover, participants who have liberal attitudes towards women’s role
in society, high agency level, and have endorsed androgenic personality
characteristics expressed a significantly higher level of career aspiration. Also, the
majority of the participants perceive themselves primarily in the future as a career
woman (either married or single) and reported that being a productive woman
was more consistent with their self-concept.

The study revealed that age and generation seem to simultaneously affect
the rate of activity. Working women of the older generation tended to assume
traditional gender roles of housewives; eventually they stopped working,
especially when they became mothers. In addition, the largest percentage of the
economically active women was either divorced or single (45 percent and 30.4
percent respectively).

These findings suggest that these young women have internalized a new
definition of the woman'’s role. This new role is different from the traditional
cultural one in that it does not place their role as wife and mother as the only
priority and as the central component of their self-concept. Accordingly, the
participants’ behaviors are expected to be congruent with their self-concept
(perception) and identity, hence performing successfully in their careers becomes
a central behavioral pattern, as these young women tend to put a higher value
on their vocational options. In fact, a large majority of the students approved the
statement “l want and intend to have a career. My future husband will simply have
to adjust to that.” These students are willing to assert their choice of a career path.
This also indicates that these young women perceive themselves as independent
and equal individuals not ready to sacrifice their careers.
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The following three variables were investigated descriptively but were not
included in the statistical analysis. Participants reported a strong consent from
their parents with respect to their occupational choice, but perceived their parents’
opinions of their choice of a specific career as relatively unimportant. These
findings suggest an underlying conflict between the participants’ compliance with
parental authority and the inherited family value system on the one hand, and the
desire to be autonomous in decision making on the other. These young women
are trying to reconcile their personal identity with their family identity (or even
trying to develop their own differentiated identity as they try to be independent
from the influence of their parents’ opinions). The mothers were found to be
highly supportive of their daughters in terms of the latter’s choice of a career path.
Mothers seem to encourage their daughters to incorporate a “professional role”
as a new central component of their daughters’ self-concepts hence to have a
broader self-image, not restricted to merely being a “good mother and wife,” and
consequently to construct their own separate identity. This change in individual
cultural values might be a result of social issues and generational status (Fouad
1993); these mothers have witnessed the movement of women's liberation that
started in the early seventies (most of them were in college then) and have survived
the war and the socioeconomic difficulties.

Gender Roles and Attitudes

Acculturation or cultural changes seem to be manifested in the participants’
attitudes towards gender roles and socialization and self-concept measured by
the ATWRS, BSRI, and perceived future role items. It is important to note here that
these variables are independent of SES, suggesting that changes in value systems
have reached this generation of participants of all backgrounds.

As the results indicated, the participants reported moderately high non-
traditional attitudes towards the woman'’s role in society. Similarly, the BSRI
indicated first that a minority of these young women displayed the femininity sex-
typed behavior indicating a narrow sex-typed self-concept. Second, the students
reported high level of agency on the masculinity scale. In general, it appears that
the participants did not restrict their behavior to those defined by the culture as
feminine-appropriate ones but tended to engage freely in both sex-typed behaviors
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Congruence between Actual and ldeal

Occupational Choices

As stated earlier, assessing the congruence between the students’ actual or real
occupational choice and their ideal occupational choice, and the reasons to
which they attribute the incongruence were important to shed light on the reasons
why Lebanese young women circumscribe and compromise their ideal career
choice. The results showed that for most of the participants, their chosen actual
career corresponds to their ideal career choice.

As for the participants who reported incongruence between choices, the
majority of those respondents attributed the lack of congruence to external
reasons, namely inadequate training opportunities, job opportunities in their area
of living, and financial constraints. On the other hand, a certain number of students
reportedly circumscribed and compromised their ideal career choice due to family
and social influences; still others attributed forsaking their ideal career to reasons
related to gender roles such as being a woman and to that engaging in their ideal
career would affect their role as a mother. This small number of students verified
Gottfredson’s suggestion (Gottfredson and Lappan 1997) that individuals narrow
their occupational options depending on what is a stereotypically appropriate
role for a woman within their society.

No relationship was found between traditionality of a career choice and the
gender role attitudes including agency, attitudes towards woman'’s work and role
in society, and gender and sex-role. That is, contrary to research findings (Betz
and Fitzgerald 1987; Fassinger 1990; O’Brien and Fassinger1993), students who
have chosen a traditional career do not necessarily embrace traditional gender
roles. Furthermore, compared to previous studies (e.g., Ahrens and O’Brien
1996), the present study found that ability was not predictive of gender-role
attitudes. However, the investigators noted that ability was a predictor of agency.
Presumably, ability boosts self-confidence, enhances assertiveness, increases
independent thinking, elicits positive reactions from the environment, and
encourages the exploration of nontraditional paths.

It should be noted here that ability (GPA) predicted traditionality of career choice
and agency predicted gender-role attitudes only at the 90 percent confidence
level. These results might be attributed to the relatively small sample size.
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The results were as follows. Similarly to O’Brien and Fassinger (1993),
traditionality of career choice and career aspiration were found to be independent
of each other showing that, even if a young woman has chosen a traditional career
choice, she might have high career aspirations or the opposite. Based on her
study, Fassinger (1990) suggested that future models should clearly differentiate
between women who enter traditional fields and are committed to excelling in
those fields, as opposed to women who enter nontraditional fields yet do not
aspire to high levels of achievement in those careers.

None of the variables was found to predict traditionality of career choice.
Hence, contrary to O’Brien and Fassinger’s (1993) findings, traditionality of
career choice was not predicted by ability, agentic characteristics, or gender
role attitudes.

Through multiple regression analysis, a significant model in the estimation of
career aspiration of Lebanese college women appeared having as basic elements
attitudes towards women's role in society, perceived self, and agency. Simple
regression showed that SES, agency, and gender role attitudes predicted career
aspirations. Hence, a higher SES, a more liberal attitude towards women’s role
in society, and higher agentic characteristics were significantly associated with
high level of career aspirations. In addition, participants who were found to be
androgynous on the BSRI scored significantly higher on the Career Aspiration
Scale than those with feminine and undifferentiated personality characteristics.

Regarding SES and career aspirations, a young woman belonging to a low SES
has an immediate need to work and sustain herself and family. Aiming at higher
education and achievement in her career path would be realistically beyond
her financial means. According to Gottfredson and Lappan (1997), individuals
narrow their occupational choices based on social aspects of self within society’s
expectations of self.

On the other hand, true congruence between the actual (major) and ideal
career choice was associated with high levels of career aspiration. This seems
plausible, since a young woman would be motivated to achieve more when she
engages in a career path that she finds ideal or closer to her ideal choice.
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associated (Agency = 1.44 + GPA 0.0215; p<0.01) with ability being a predictor
of agency.

Considering the relationship between future role perceived and the attitude
toward women'’s role in society, a one-way ANOVA test, F (111, 4) = 4.11, p
< 0.01) revealed a significant effect of the independent variable on the attitude
towards women'’s role in society. The LSD test showed that the students who
perceive themselves as a “housewife” within 10 years scored significantly higher
(M= 33, SD=5.66) on ATWRS than students who perceive themselves in any of
the other remaining roles: “a housewife with a part-time job” (M=23.6, SD=4.79),
“a housewife with a career” (M=22.66, SD= 3.44), “a career woman and married”
(M=21.51,SD=4.45), and “a career woman and single” (M=23.5, SD=5.32). There
were no significant differences between any of other pairs of future perceived-role
categories. Hence, young women who perceived themselves in the traditional
role of a housewife expressed traditional (less liberal) attitudes towards the role of
women in society. The other groups showed significantly more liberal attitudes.

5. Discussion

The aim of the present study was to examine the relationship between specific
social and psychological variables that were found in the literature to affect career
development of young women, and the career or occupational choice and career
aspirations of Lebanese college female students. These variables were: ability,
SES, parental consent of occupational choice, importance of parental opinion,
perceived future role and self-image, attitude toward women’s work and role in
society, personality characteristics along BSRI, and agency. In addition, the authors
examined relationships among these variables, and, given the Western influence
on Lebanese culture, results were compared to those reported in the literature.

In general, our results indicated a shift from the traditional and socially taught
roles and values to more liberal, nontraditional roles, socialization patterns, and
attitudes, and also a clear tendency towards a career orientation and aspiration
among the Lebanese college women. In addition, these changes bring along a new
self- concept, expectations and decision-making patterns. However, there is still,
a continual influence of the old values, and family structure is still prevalent.
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Furthermore, considering the relationship between Bem sex-role orientation
categories and career aspiration, a one—Way ANOVA test was conducted, F (130,
3) = 3.59; p < 0.05. The analysis showed significant effect of the independent
variable Bem sex-role orientation categories on career aspiration. LSD test showed
no significant differences between any of the pairs of sex-role categories. The
students with androgenic personality characteristics scored significantly higher
(M= 32.5, SD= 4.55) on CAS than students with feminine (M=29.31, SD=5.19)
and with undifferentiated personality characteristics (M=29.15, SD= 4.91).

Regarding the relationship between the perceived future role and career
aspiration, one-way ANOVA test was conducted, F (129, 4)= 4.12; p<0.01. LSD
test showed that the students who perceived themselves to be a “housewife” within
10 years scored significantly lower (M= 19.5, SD=9.2) on CAS than students who
perceived themselves in any of the other remaining roles: “a housewife with
a part-time job” (M=28.28, SD=5.69), “a housewife with a career” (M=31.62,
SD= 4.92), “a career woman and married” (M=30.68, SD= 4.22), and “a career
woman and single” (M=29.37, SD=6.61). Furthermore, a significant difference
was found between the groups of participants who perceived themselves in the
role of a housewife with a part-time job and those who perceived themselves
in the role of a housewife but with a career, with the latter scoring significantly
higher on the CAS.

No significant differences were found between the remaining pairs of groups.
Hence, young women who perceived themselves in the traditional role of
a housewife had low levels of career aspiration. In addition, participants who
perceived themselves as housewives but chose, in parallel, to have a career
rather than a part-time job, showed to have significantly higher level of career
aspiration.

Comparing Variables

The existence of relationships among the variables that we assumed to be related
to each other, were investigated. The results indicated significant relationships
only between the following variables. Linear regression analysis indicated that
GPA and score on the masculinity or instrumentality scale were significantly
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Career Choice

Simple linear regression and multiple regression analysis revealed no significant
relationship between any of the independent variables and the traditionality of
career choice as a criterion variable. The results of the regression analysis are
shown in table 3.

SES, Bem sex-role categories, agency, perception of one’s future role and
attitude towards women’s role in society were all found to be not significantly
associated with traditionality of participant’s occupational choice. It should be
noted here that GPA was a significant predictor at a 90 percent confidence level.

Career Aspirations
When a multiple regression including agency, perceived self, and attitudes towards
women'’s role in society was run, the following model emerged:

CA = 29.552 - 0.342 ATWRS + 0.232 PRSELF + 1.619 agency (p < 0.05),
which is a significant model in the estimation of career aspirations. Moreover, the
collinearity matrix showed no correlation among the individual variables; there
is no fear of collinearity. The choice of these three variables that were included
in the model was based on the authors’ belief that these variables best capture
women'’s role.

Simple linear regression revealed that SES, agency, and total score of attitude
towards women’s role in society are significant predictors of the criterion variable.
The analysis indicated a positive relation between each of the predictors and the
dependent variable. Accordingly, a higher SES, a more liberal attitude towards
women’s role in society, and higher level of agentic characteristics are associated
with a higher level of career aspiration. The results of the regression analysis are
shown in table 5. It is worth noting that the following factors, the future perceived
role and the sex-role orientation categories are significant predictors at 90 percent
confidence level.

Also, true congruence was found to be a predictor of career aspiration (True
congruence= 2.292+1.86 CA; p < 0.05). It follows that congruence between the
actual type of a chosen career and ideal career choice is associated with high
levels of career aspiration.
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and 18.8 percent “yes, it is important.” Furthermore, the mothers were reported
to be highly supportive of their daughters choosing a career path. According to
most participants (95.5 percent), mothers either supported or strongly supported
them having a career. It should be noted that the above three variables were not
included in the statistical analysis but were nonetheless reported as supplemental
information about parental input.

The items on gender roles were divided into three parts. First, regarding agency
or instrumentality characteristics, the BSRI indicated an average of 4.61 compared
to a maximum of 7on the masculinity scale. The results of the participants’
classification according to the BSRI scores and along the Bem sex-role categories
are displayed in table 2. A moderately low number of students seem to have
incorporated the feminine personality characteristics. Half of these young women
either endorsed a non sex-typed behavior (undifferentiated: 25.6 percent), or had
integrated both personality characteristics (androgenic: 22.4 percent). Thus, more
than half of these young women appear to display the behaviors that are only
socially appropriate and acceptable for women. Similarly, the mean (22.4 on a
maximum of 52 indicating traditional attitudes) on the ATWRS leaned towards
high non-traditional attitudes towards the woman’s role in society.

Regarding their future roles, the majority of these young women perceived
themselves primarily as a future career woman, either married or single, while
41 percent perceived themselves primarily in the role of a housewife with either
a part-time job or a career (see table 2); a few perceived themselves only in the
traditional role of housewives. Moreover, the majority reported that the role of a
productive woman was the most consistent with their self-image and a very small
number indicated that the role of a reproductive woman was the most consistent
with their self-image (see table 2).

Correlation Analysis

We used simple linear regression analysis to reveal the existence of relationship(s)
between the independent variables and the dependent variables traditionality of
career (occupational) choice and career aspiration. The correlation coefficient
(p> 0.05) showed that traditionality of career (occupational) choice and career
aspiration are not significantly related.
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Procedures
Participation in the study was on a volunteer basis. Respondents were given 40
minutes to complete the booklets either during class time or outside class hours. To
ensure standardized administration, the examiners provided a glossary (in English
and Arabic) for terms that may be considered difficult by some participants.

As for statistical analysis, regression and ANOVA were used to investigate the
relationships between the different variables.

4. Results

Descriptive Statistics

The results of the descriptive statistics are displayed in table 1. The results of the
congruence between the students’ actual or real occupational choice and their
ideal occupational choice, and the factors to which they attribute to potential
incongruence were as follows. Approximately 71 percent of the participants
reported that their chosen actual career corresponded to their ideal career choice,
and 28.8 percent reported that it did not. However, when the investigators checked
the truthfulness of the participants’ answers, it was found out that for 61.1 percent
the actual type of career chosen corresponded to the ideal career choice, and for
38.9 percent, it did not.

As for the perceived reasons of incongruence, the majority of the respondents
(37.84 percent) attributed it to “lack of training opportunities or jobs in area of
living,” followed by 29.73 percent blaming financial constraints, 18.92 percent
to “family circumstances,” 16.22 percent to “the difficulty of the major,”, 13.51
percent to “being a woman,” and 8.11 percent responded: “it would affect my
role as a mother.” In addition, only one student reported that it is a man’s job
(2.7 percent).

Most participants reported a high parental consent (54 percent “strongly
consent,” 49 percent “consent”) to their occupational choice; only 6 percent
reported that their parents “do not consent” to their career choice. With respect
to the importance of the parents’ opinion regarding the participant’s choice of
a specific career, most of the students tended to perceive their parents’ opinion
as somehow unimportant; 50.4 percent responded that their parents’ opinions
were “somehow important,” 30.8 percent responded “no, it is not important,”

23



22

Rania A. Abdo & Ahmad A. Oweini

housewife with a career,” “a career woman and married,” and “a career woman
and single.” These statements were assigned a score from 1 to 5, respectively,
with higher scores indicating a greater value for the career role over the housewife
role and hence nontraditional role perception.

Gender Role Attitude. Attitude toward a woman's role in society was assessed
on a 13-item scale consisting of statements that express attitudes towards the role
of awoman in society and towards women’s work (Cronbac’s $=0.75). These items
were based on stereotyped concepts regarding the role of a woman in Lebanese
society. Liberal attitudes were assumed to include, for example, viewing women'’s
work as a personal sense of fulfillment and satisfaction as well as expectation
of equal pay between genders, and men helping with household chores, and
so forth. On the other hand, a traditional conservative attitude consists of living
according to the traditional norms and role of a woman. Work should not overlap
with her primary role as a mother and wife, or her being a female. Such a woman
feels that work is @ man’s domain; she does not believe that men should help with
household chores or that women should work for personal satisfaction.

The participants were asked to rate the above items on a four-point scale
ranging from “strongly agree” (1) to “strongly disagree” (4), which represents their
stand for each statement. Examples of the statements include: “Women must seek
employment regardless of the financial situation of the family,” “Husbands should
help wives with household chores,” “Women cannot work and be good mothers
and wives,” “If equally qualified, men and women apply to the same job, the man
should have priority,” “Girls and boys should have equal educational opportunities
even if this entails financial difficulties,” “Because men are heads of households
they should have higher salaries than women,” “Issues regarding financial matters
should be decided by both partners,” “Women who work contribute to the
family budget,” and “The use of contraceptive methods should be decided by
both partners.” Reverse scored items were recoded, and item scores summed to
obtain a total score. High scores were associated with positive attitudes toward
traditional roles. Lower scores indicated more liberal attitude towards marital,
vocational educational, and equality issues. The reliability coefficient indicated
high internal consistency.
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Sex-Roles Categories. To assess these young women’s endorsement of feminine,
masculine, or agentic (agency or instrumentality) personality characteristics, the
original form of the Bem Sex-Role Inventory (BSRI) (Bem 1974, 1982) was used.
Founded in 1924 as a women'’s college, LAU is modeled on a typical American
institution of higher education and is chartered by the state of New York.
English is the language of instruction and students are expected to demonstrate
proficiency in the language through an English entrance examination that sets
language standards and achievement objectives similar to those in the United
States. Accordingly, using a culture-specific test would not be needed.

Participants indicated on a seven-point scale ranging from “never or almost
true” (1) to “always or almost always true” (7) the extent to which each item
described them. The masculinity and femininity item scores were summed and
divided by the number of items rated on each scale to obtain a final score on
masculinity and femininity scales. Then, based on the raw scores, we classified
each participant as feminine, masculine, androgynous, or undifferentiated on
the basis of the median split. We used the masculinity and femininity medians
raw scores for the 1978 normative sample of the female students of Stanford
University (Bem 1978, 1982). The medians raw scores (Mf = 5.1, Mm = 4.9)
of our sample did not differ significantly (p<0.05) from the masculinity and
femininity medians raw scores for the 1978 normative sample of the female
students of Stanford University.

Agentic Characteristics. Agency was computed by considering the score on the
instrumentality or masculinity scale of the BSRI. High scores were indicative of
strong instrumental feeling.

Self-Perception. We examined the role that these young women find most
consistent with their self-image. Accordingly, they were asked the following: “A
woman has three roles: (1) biological — reproductive; (2) productive; (3) community
-social. If you were to choose only one of these roles, which one would be most
consistent with your self-image?”

Perceived Future Role. A single item was used to assess the importance of
the career woman role versus the homemaker role, that is, the role in which a
participant would identify herself in the future. The participants were asked to
select one of five statements that indicated how they perceive themselves in 10
years. The choices were “a housewife,” “a housewife with a part time job,” “a
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1974, 1982), and a scale assessing participants’ attitudes towards women’s role
in society.

Ability. Ability was assessed using GPA. It was calculated on a four-point scale
with 0 being equivalent to an F and 4 to an A. No half intervals were accounted for.

Career _or Occupational Choice. The investigators classified careers as
traditional, non- traditional, and neutral based on Lebanese statistics on the active
population of 1997 studies (ACS 1998). The authors were interested in finding
whether the actual occupational choice, based on college major of these young
women, is congruent with the latter’s ideal occupational choice (ideal career). In
case of no congruence between actual and ideal career choice, the investigators
were interested in knowing whether this was due to the student’s gender, or to
external reasons such as financial constraints, or the difficulty of the major.

Importance of Parents’ Opinion. A single item was used to assess the importance
of parents’ opinion regarding the choice of a particular career. Participants were

" u

asked to select one of three statements: “yes,” “somehow,” and “no.” Each
statement was assigned a score from 1 to 3, with lower scores indicating a greater
value for parental opinion.

Parents’ Consent. A single item was used to assess the parents’ consent regarding
the participant’s particular career choice. On a four-point Likert scale ranging
from “strongly consent to my choice of career” to “do not consent to my choice
of career,” participants rated their parents’ approval of their occupational choice,
with lower scores indicating greater approval.

Mothers’ Support. A single item was used to assess the mothers’ support regarding
the choice (salience) of a career path. On a four-point Likert scale ranging from
“strongly supports my having a career” to “does not support my having a career,”
participants rated their mothers’ support of choosing a career path, with lower
scores indicating greater support.

Career Aspiration. The Career Aspiration Scale (CAS 1993) consists of 10 items.
On a five-point Likert scale ranging from “not at all true of me” to “very true
of me,” participants indicated how accurately each statement applies to them.
Reverse scored items were recoded, and item scores were summed to obtain a
total score. Higher scores indicate greater aspiration in a person’s career. O’Brien
et al (1996) established reliability with an internal consistency coefficient of .73
for a sample of 107 college female students.
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On the basis of relevant literature to date, this study investigated the possibility
of intercultural resemblance before attempting further research. The primary
purpose was to examine, in a sample of females college students, the role of
ability, SES, perceived future role and self-image, attitude toward women'’s work
and role in society, personality characteristics along BSRI and agency, on career
choice or occupational choice and career aspiration, in addition to finding
relationships among these variables.

3. Method

Participants

Participants were 134 young women enrolled in the Lebanese American University
(LAU) in Beirut. The age range of the participants was 18 to 43 years (M =20.8, SD
=2.99). The majority came from middle class families (32.2 percent had lower-
middle socioeconomic status (SES), 21.2 upper-middle); 28.0 percent belonged
to families with high SES, and18.6 percent belonged to families with low SES. In
addition, 3 percent were freshman, 40.6 percent sophomore, 24.8 percent junior,
24 .8 percent senior and 6.8 percent graduate students. The mean GPA was 2.42
(SD=0.72). Of these students, 53 percent had chosen careers/majors traditional
for women, 12.7 percent had chosen neutral careers and 34.3 percent had chosen
non-traditional careers. In this study, the terms “major” and “career” are used
interchangeably. Finally, 21.6 percent of these participants had a current job.

Instruments
Questionnaire. It had an introductory part that solicited demographic information
on age, major, class, SES, and ability (GPA). The questionnaire assessed also
the importance of parental opinion regarding the choice of a particular career,
parental consent regarding the participant’s particular career choice, and the
mother’s support regarding the choice of a career path. As for gender roles and
attitudes, the questionnaire inquired about the following: the role most consistent
with self-image and perceived future role.

The following instruments were administered along with the questionnaire:
the Career Aspiration Scale (CAS 1993), the Bem Sex-Role Inventory (BSRI) (Bem
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who exhibited moderate degrees of attachment and independence from their
mothers were found to value their career pursuit.

O’Brien et al (1996) stated that most educated young women plan on having
both a career and a family; women may aspire to leadership roles and achievement
while employed in traditional and non-prestigious careers. Within this framework,
she constructed the Career Aspiration Scale (CAS). The CAS items operationalized
the level of aspiration within a given career towards achievement, leadership, and
further education. According to O’Brien et al (1996), investigating the aspiration
held within a chosen career may promote a deeper understanding of women’s
vocational development plans for achievement.

In this study career aspiration has been conceptualized as the extent to which
people aspire to leadership positions in their occupational choice. Also, a traditional
career is defined as follows: When members of one gender predominate in a given
occupation, that occupation eventually becomes sex-typed, i.e., it is characterized
as typical of the dominant gender, and atypical of the opposite gender.

2. Purpose and Hypothesis

In light of the rapid changes that have affected the Lebanese society in many
areas, it becomes paramount to examine the way in which these young Lebanese
women perceive themselves today, the possible shift away from the traditional
and socially conventional roles and values, and the potential effects on their
career aspiration and orientation.

All the reviewed models appear central to providing understanding of Western
women'’s career development but the applicability or the influence of the factors
included in these models of women'’s career development to Lebanese young
women is yet to be seen. From the aforementioned emerges the need for a culture
and gender specific model of career development that would encompass those
variables that lead to understanding of Lebanese women’s career development
processes and later career satisfaction, in addition to planning preventive and
remedial interventions. This study explores those psychosocial factors that are
likely to influence the young women’s career development in their specific
culture, and forms a basis for developing future models of career development of
Lebanese women.
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compromise orientation and marriage-oriented-life-span in terms of feminism,
need for achievement, and sex-role preference (acceptance).

Among the approaches that greatly influenced research and practice of career
behavior development of women are Farmer’s (1993) model of career achievement
and motivation, and Fassinger’s (1990) model of the realism of career choice,
extended and elaborated on by O’Brien and Fassinger (1993). Conceived within
the social learning theory, Farmer’s model (1997) focused on sex role socialization
processes on career development, choice, and motivation, given that motivation
processes are thought to affect achievement and life satisfaction in a career. This
model was developed in the 1970s and was extended during the 1980s and later
in 1997. In her 1978 model, Farmer included home-career conflict, sex-role
orientation, risk taking behavior, academic self-esteem, vicarious achievement
motives and the fear of success as those personal or self-concept variables that were
found in the literature to affect women’s achievement and career motivation in
different ways than they affect men’s. As for the environmental factors, she included
family socialization, discrimination in community and work and resources in the
community and work. One of the major findings was that women’s homemaking
commitment was negatively related to career commitment. Also, she found that
personal variables, particularly agentic characteristics, sex-role orientation, and
competitive personality style exerted the strongest influence on women'’s career
salience (Farmer 1997).

Fassinger (1990) offered a comprehensive, testable illustration of how multiple
backgrounds and individual variables are important to the prediction of career
choices of women. She found out that ability, agency, and liberal gender role
attitudes were associated with non-traditional career choice and career orientation
or salience of college women. In addition, the variables career choice and career
orientation were found to predict each other. Subsequently, an expanded study
by O’Brien and Fassinger (1993) elaborated on the previous model, and explored
the mother-daughter relationship as an influential family variable. Their results
supported Fassinger’s and suggested complex interrelationships among agency,
ability, and gender role attitude variables. Furthermore, adolescent women’s
attitudes toward the roles of women in society were found to be related not only
to gender role attitudes but also to agency characteristics. Finally, young women
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narrow their occupational choices conforming to society’s expectation of what is
appropriate on the basis of gender socialization and socioeconomic status, i.e.,
the social aspect of the self.

Within a framework of achievement related choices, another model by Eccles
(1994) examined the factors that contribute to the gendered patterns of educational
and occupational choices, considering that women are underrepresented in
many high status occupational fields associated with science, engineering, and
applied mathematics. In this model, educational and vocational aspirations are
monitored by the assimilation of the culturally defined gender role schemas or
stereotypes, and educational and vocational choices are linked to differences in
people’s expectations for success in an option and to the subjective task value: “to
one’s perceptions of the task itself” (p.587). Eccles’s research has provided some
support to these assumptions.

According to Eccles, gender role socialization experience could influence by
shaping individual self-perception goal, values, and educational and vocational
choices in several ways. Three are of relevance to the present study. First, to the
extent that a woman has internalized the culture’s definition of the female role of
mother and wife, she would ascribe more importance to the behavior component
of this role. Hence her ranking of activities and her choices will be in congruence
with her self-concept (perception). This prepares her to make sacrifices in her
career. Second, gender role socialization appears to influence one’s definition
of successful performance of those activities considered to be central to one’s
identity. Third, gender roles could affect the subjective value of various educational
and vocational options by indirectly influencing the behaviors and attitudes that
individuals are exposed to as they grow up (Eccles 1994).

Career Choice and Career Aspiration

An early study by Tarazi (1972) revealed a positive relationship between the
Arab woman’s attitude toward feminism, attitude toward women, and need for
achievement. However, nonconformity to sex-roles was not found to be related to
the need for achievement and attitude towards women. In addition, no correlation
was found among three categories of vocational orientation: career orientation,
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standards of desirable behavior are similar for this group; hence the use of the Bem
Sex-Role Inventory becomes valid. In the Lebanese context, it is important to find
out whether these young women are sex-typed, whether they have internalized
society’s sex-roles of men and woman, and whether there is a relationship between
these factors and career choice and aspiration.

Factors such as education, technology, economics, and natural or socio-
political crises like war and famine cause gender roles to change. Although gender
roles differ among cultures, when viewing gender roles from a development and
division of labor perspective, women are said to have a “triple role” since they
are active in three types of labor: reproductive, productive, and community level.
A reproductive woman’s major role is typically related to family tasks such as
child rearing and household maintenance. The productive role includes wage
employment and production of goods. Finally, on the community level, the
woman'’s task is often to do the organizing and supporting of men (CDPA 1996).

Factors presumed related to gender role attitudes have included ability,
agency, and parental factors (Betz and Fitzgerald 1987). Ahrens and O’Brien
(1996) investigated the contribution of ability, agency, and parental factors to
the prediction of gender-role attitudes in adolescent (high school) females. Their
study showed that ability and agency (but not parental factors) were positively
predictive of gender-role attitudes. They also suggested that young women with
feminist attitudes exhibited confidence in themselves and an ability to pursue
career-related tasks.

Women who have embraced traditional gender roles often circumscribe
their vocational opportunities despite their potential success in a wide range of
careers (Betz and Fitzgerald, 1987). Gottfredson and Lappan (1997) view gender
self-concept as one of the key individual differences that not only shape young
people’s occupational aspiration but also may overly restrict them. They outlined
two processes in the development of occupational aspiration: circumscription and
compromise. According to this theory, the development of images of one’s self and
occupational world involve an early phase of development. This is followed by
circumscription, the process by which youngsters progressively narrow down the
options of the occupational world to those that they consider compatible with their
self-concept, and settle for less desirable options because the more compatible
ones seem less accessible. In other words, adults and adolescents misguidedly
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most working women had a college education. Today, socioeconomic status is
the major drive for many women to work, and a large number of them expect
to become active in the labor force. All these factors would affect the Lebanese
young woman'’s self-concept, perceived self-image, expectations, and patterns of
decision making, including career decision making and career development.

Current theories of vocational psychology tend to use a more developmental
approach to career psychology that stresses the importance of societal and
personality influence on career development. The literature appears to be
converging on several core variables as being most influential on women'’s career
development: background factors; gender role socialization and attitudes; career
salience; family salience, including muitiple role issues; traditional versus non-
traditional career choices; and career aspiration. It is highly likely that these
variables are relevant to the career development of Lebanese women.

Gender Role Attitudes and Socialization

Career development of women has been found to be related to gender role
socialization and attitudes. A person is thought to be masculine or feminine if
he/she accepts dominant stereotypes about men and women and applies them to
himself/herself.

Bem (1974; 1981) developed the Bem Sex-Role Inventory that treated
masculinity and femininity as two independent personality dimensions that can
be integrated in the same individual and hence even blended in a single act. In
this perspective, it is possible to characterize a person as masculine or feminine
or agentic as a function of the difference between his or her endorsement of
masculine and feminine personality characteristics. Bem postulated that, in the
context of sex-role, two groups of individuals emerge: (a) those with a narrow sex-
typed self-concept who restrict their behavior to those defined by the culture as
sex-appropriate behaviors, and (b) those individuals with a mixed or androgynous
self-concept who engage freely in both sex-typed behaviors and regulate their
behavior in accordance with the situation.

Because of the exposure and openness of the Lebanese young women to
other cultures and especially the American culture (since the sample is from an
American-affiliated university) and concepts, we assumed that the same sex-typed
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Hence, within the context of a predominantly patriarchal society, the Lebanese
woman is challenged by modernism and the Western concepts of autonomy and
equality; she is constantly torn by the conflict between cultural traditionalism and
modernism. This internal struggle led educated Lebanese women in the 1970s
and later on to lobby for their rights of equality and autonomy. In addition, with
the budding of the feminist movement and the advent of the civil war and its social
and economic aftermath, Lebanese society was subject to many transformations
in several areas, presumably family structure, women’s autonomy and identity,
and attitudes toward work and marriage, among others.

According to Fouad (1993), individual cultural values differ from person to
person depending on the level of acculturation and assimilation, socioeconomic
status, and family history. Hence, value systems do not remain constant but change
as a result of life experiences, social issues, and generational (acculturation or
assimilation) status.

With respect to Lebanon, although the overriding traditional values make it
difficult to effect change in society, historical context has been the driving force
behind social changes. For example, economic need coupled with societal
acceptance of work outside of the home have led to a surge in the number of
women working outside their homes. In addition, the openness to certain aspects
of other cultures may have ushered in a change in the Lebanese woman’s own
image, self-concept, and role. Consequently, getting an education and a career
is hypothesized to have become an integral part of the Lebanese young woman’s
perception of self-concept. This in turn would influence her participation in the
labor force, marriage, and politics. Testing the above assumptions is actually one
of the aims of the current study.

Let us examine here the situation of the Lebanese woman within the labor force.
In 1997, the proportion of economically active population within the working age
(15-64) was 49.3 percent. Women made up 21 percent of this group (vs. 77.3
percent men) (ACS 1998). The survey also showed a decline in the number of
males within the age range of 30—44 years, which is due to youth migration. The
latter finding may reflect on women’s participation in the labor force, as they might
eventually replace men in the labor market. Another interesting finding of the
survey was that young women leave school at an older age than young men do,
and the majority of these young women join the labor market in their 20s. Further,
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culture, and racial and ethnic influences to guide research on career choice and
development for women. Since little research has examined the Lebanese culture
as a context of women'’s career development, this study investigates some
of the social and individual antecedents influencing career development of
Lebanese women.

The Lebanese Culture as a Context

Lebanese society is an amalgam of cultures, ranging from purely conservative to
considerably liberal. On one end of the continuum, the dominance of religion
in many communities leads to the preservation of the rigid values including
traditional family structure and traditional gender role differentiation and attitude.
In this context, family values are the basic foundation, and family is built on a
notion of collectivist value orientation where each member’s actions tend to affect
the reputation and cohesion of the family. Also, women are brought up in ways
that thwart the development of their own separate identity, and parents’ consent
is essential when a daughter considers making major life decisions. Regarding
gender roles, in Arab Middle Eastern nations, women are held captive to the
traditional definition of gender role. Their role expectation is primarily to be wife
and mother and to ensure a stable family life. The spousal role of a woman is
dictated by the tenets of the predominant religion (Hattar-Pollara, Meleis, and
Nagib 2000). In Lebanon, two main religions prevail almost equally: Islam and
Christianity. In Lebanese society, men and women conventionally assume different
but complementary roles. Until recently, the man or the head of the household
had been the breadwinner of the family. His major role had been to work outside
the home in order to feed his family and to succeed at his job. Conversely, the
woman had to stay at home. Her major role had been to succeed as a wife and
mother by subsuming her interests to those of her husband and children, thereby
forsaking a potential career and desirable financial autonomy.

On the other end of the continuum lies the liberal segment of Lebanese society.
The latter is open to Western cultures (particularly French and American) whose
imprints are omnipresent in the educational system and in the media (TV, movies,
journals and magazines and books). Accordingly, many individuals try to adopt
liberal and modern values and concepts.
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This pilot study investigated the psychosocial factors that affect the career development
of Lebanese college women. Using a sample of 134 Lebanese women attending
a private American college in Lebanon, it examined the effect of such variables as
agency, college achievement, and social-economic status (SES) on career aspiration.
Also, relationships among variables were examined. Most significant of the findings
is that agency, SES, and attitudes towards women’s role in society predicted career
aspiration. Further, participants reported high non-traditional attitudes towards
women’s role in society, limited identification with the feminine sex type on the
BSRI, and a strong identification with the notion of career woman. The study outlines
the significant implications of the findings for career counseling for women in the

changing Lebanese society.

1. Introduction'

Recent approaches to career development have shed new light on the social and
individual factors that influence women’s career development. Betz and Fitzgerald
(1994) noted that research and theory overlooked the effects of cultural factors on
vocational behavior of women. Fitzgerald, Fassinger, and Betz (1995) mentioned
the need for conceptual models that more adequately account for gender,

¢ Institut Libanais d’Educateurs, Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines, Université Saint
Joseph, Beirut.

s+ Social Sciences and Education Division, Schoo! of Arts and Sciences, Lebanese American
University, Beirut.

1. The authors wish to thank Karen M. Obrien for kindl(y providing the CAS, and Najoie Nasr for
her invaluable help and guidance in the statistical analysis.

Journal of Social Affairs | Volume 24, Number 96, Winter 2007

11



i 4
v

* College of Arts & Sciences
* School of Business & Management -
* School of Architecture & Design

. School of ;Ehgi.néc_ring

P.O Box: 26666 - Sharjah - UAE

Tel: 971 - 6 - S055002, Fax: 971 - 6 - 5358 5018, e-mail: admission@ aus.ac.ae, www.aus, ac.ae



where East meets West, is as good as any place to do so. Ultimately what
emerges as the paradigm of the social sciences or a single social science
would have to explain the almost instantaneous new social formations along
the Gulf and have resolution for the multiethnic populations that inhabit
these largely city states.

With the dawning of a new world of globalization, are the basic analytical
and theoretical assumptions of the West based on the social relationships
of colonialism that have crept into the basic theory of the social sciences,
now antiquated? In globalization, presumably there is a more level playing
field where the former colonials peoples compete for profit and capital
accumulation with the core countries: e.g. computer engineering in soft
ware may come from India and breakthroughs in physics from China, and
new forms of trade from Singapore and Honk Hong, or optics from Japan in
the not too distant future, will this erase the standpoint of the West viewing
the rest as a basis for the social sciences? This alone levels out relations of
assumed social and cultural superiority. The Indians or Chinese do not have
to replicate the linear stages of development so that they can emulate the
Western powers in particular lines of endeavor. In this new arena then, what
are the overall structures of the basic social relationships of globalization that
should figure into the building of a new, less Eurocentric vantage point for
the social sciences?

If an economically and politically interdependent world, one would reason
that cooperation would be a more compelling dynamic than the old dynamic
of competition between national states, where the name territories were
coincident, more or less, with national economies. National economies
are now interpenetrated by multinational corporations, so the economic
and political boundedness of the single state is fading with respect to
globalization. Regional rivalries between neighboring states are also fading
for the benefits of mutual cooperation, which is readily evident among the
GCC countries. Logically, the “we” and “them” or subject-object dichotomy
implicit across the social sciences should dissipate. Perhaps it already has
with the emphasis on contextualized truths and standpoint theory that came
out of the postmodern movement, which itself was coincident with the early
decades of globalization. The Journal of Social Affairs continues to explore
the various facets of these questions.

Journal of Social Affairs



Foreword

There is little doubt that the present social sciences are collectively
experiencing a paradigmatic shift; one might classify them as in crisis with
a lack of resolution for the relationships of globalization. The present state
of crisis would fit Thomas Kuhn's various steps of scientific revolutions,
where the normal science as practiced by many of the disciplines no longer
seems to fit the social relations within an increasingly globalized world. As
social scientists we would have predicted this massive paradigmatic shift.
Many of the social practices and indeed those of the academy in knowledge
production have been subjected to the business thinking of neoliberalism
within the past several decades, --so that if an idea does have resonance
in the marketplace it is scrapped. Pure science is no longer all that pure
but responding to crisis as the old truths are forced to accommodate new
realities. However, neoliberal accounting practices in many spheres of social
life and intensified economic competition have wrought, in the eyes of many,
a betrayal of social progress. In his book, The End of the Social Sciences as
We Know Them, the sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein concludes that “we
social scientists must totally transform ourselves or we shall become socially
irrelevant and relegated to some minor corner of some minor academy,
condemned to while away our time in meaningless rituals as the last monks
of a forgotten god.”

The old approaches and theories in the social sciences, which are the
established approaches that are contained in any introductory text, and which
are taught in any introductory class on the social sciences, came out of the
social contexts of four centuries of the expansion of the European countries
abroad and of industrial capitalism and increasing urbanism at home. These
were the contexts that the social sciences as we know them developed. The
social sciences became formalized as formal disciplines during the third
quarter of the nineteenth century, and were taught as academic disciplines
from that time forward. Clearly the time has come for reconceptualized the
social sciences from top to bottom. Where we stand along the Arabian Gulf,
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The American University of Sharjah

The American University of Sharjah (AUS) is a private, nonprofit, coeducational,
American-style institution located in the Emirate of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.
Itis affiliated with the American University in Washington, D.C., which provides the
senior academic leadership for AUS. The language of instruction at AUS is English.
All classes and administrative functions are carried out in English. AUS admitted its
first students and began classes in the fall of 1997, and is the first comprehensive
university of its kind in the Gulf region. The University is committed to a vision of
itself as an independent institution based on the American model, but one which is
thoroughly grounded in Arab culture. AUS was established by His Highness, Sheik Dr.
Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qassimi, Supreme Council Member, Ruler of Sharjah.

The Sociological Association of the UAE

The Sociological Association of the UAE was established in 1981 for the public ben-
efit. Its goals and purposes are:

* to provide a representative body for professionals in the social sciences;
* to better serve the needs of society by increasing and maintaining standards of
excellence for professionals in the social sciences;

to disseminate culture and promote social awareness among all classes of society,
in conjunction with other public and benevolent institutions, in order to achieve the
highest level of social harmony and cohesiveness; '

to promote scholarly research that will help identify factors and problems that inhib-
it the appropriate development of society, and that will help design and select the
best policies for dealing with such factors and problems;

to offer support to individuals and groups who are unable to fully take advantage of
governmental services, or who have special needs, such as the handicapped, the
aged, minors, orphans, and any children without parents to care for them;

L

to promote the exchange of information with other Arab and international
Associations that specialize in the social sciences by all conventional means, such
as the organization of seminars and study groups, sponsorship of local conferences,
sponsorship of attendance by members at conferences of other Associations, and the
publication of books and scholarly journals;

to improve the conditions of employment for professionals in the social sciences,
and to offer financial, social, and cultural services to members of the Association.
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